Appendix B: Use Case Notation Guide

The use cases presented in Section 2.4 of this document include sequence diagrams that graphically depict the flow of information/data and activities performed by roles in order to complete the use case. A sequence diagram represents role or actor behavior as a series of sequential steps. An example is shown in Figure 10 below.
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Figure 10 – An Annotated Sequence Diagram
This example is annotated to illustrate key features of the notation.

1. Sequence Diagrams represent behavior of actors/roles as parallel vertical lines with the messages exchanged between them presented as parallel horizontal lines in the sequence that they occur.
2. The role name is presented at the top of each vertical line. The lines vertical line represents a timeline that flows from top to bottom
3. Messages are presented as a series of horizontal lines with the message name above the line. Dashed lines indicate a return message. 
4. Message lines that begin and terminate with the same role indicate a message or action internal to the role.
5. A use case ends when all of its steps have been completed and the vertical lines end.
