28 Aug 08


NIST/GWAC Business & Policy Domain Expert Working Group
Draft Proposal
Background:

Following the Grid-Interop ’07 meeting and the passing of the Energy Independence and Security Act (EISA) of 2007, the need for extending the Council structure to engage a larger number of interested experts and continue to keep emeritus members involved has become a more pressing issue.  Expanding the council structure to include committees such as the Interoperability Policy Committee will enhance the Council’s ability to engage the regulatory community and assist with a variety of policy related activities. 
Mission
Assist business decision-makers and legislative/regulatory policy-makers in implementing smart grid policies sensitive to interoperability.
Objectives
Serve state & federal policy makers, & trade organizations considering smart grid policies.  Form a structured approach to implementing smart grid policies for use across the Nation.  Clearly define smart grid policy interoperability implications and their benefits.
Near-term Goals

1. Serve as an educational resource to state and federal policy makers, and business trade organizations who are considering the implementation of smart grid policies.  This includes assisting FERC and NARUC in their smart grid efforts by communicating the importance of interoperability and related considerations.

2. Develop tools and supporting materials, such as the decision makers’ checklist, that help clarify issues and form a structured approach to implementing smart grid policies that could be used by business and policy makers across the nation.
3. Make recommendations to NIST and the GWAC to clearly define smart grid policy interoperability implications and their benefits to business and policy makers.
4. Conduct face-to-face meetings during Grid-Interop ’08 and other smart grid related meetings and arranging conference calls.
Membership: 
The internal GWAC Policy Team would transition to this external committee; additional members could include emeritus members and influential professionals in the legislative, regulatory, and economic policy arena.  Existing GWAC members include Lynne Kiesling, Erich Gunther, Ron Ambrosio, Nora Mead Brownell, Joe Bucciero, and Richard Schomberg.
