Scope Statement and AMI Definition

Advanced Metering Infrastructure Security Task Force (AMI-SEC)

The AMI-SEC Task Force  references the definition of “Advanced Metering Infrastructure” which is in alignment with the United States Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. From the FERC Survey on Demand Response, Time-Base Rate Programs/Tariffs and Advanced Metering Infrastructure Glossary:

“AMI is defined as the communications hardware and software and associated system and data management software that creates a network between advanced meters and utility business systems and which allows collection and distribution of information to customers and other parties such as competitive retail providers, in addition to providing it to the utility itself.”

For the purposes of the AMI-SEC TF, the scope of effort may be further delineated as:

1. The hardware and software residing in, on, or closest to the customer premise for which the utility or its legal proxies are primarily responsible for proper operation.

2. The hardware and software owned and operated by the utility or its legal proxies which has as its primary purpose the facilitation of Advanced Metering.

While many systems within the utility may change or be impacted by the implementation of AMI, this Task Force shall limit the scope of its recommendations to the points of interface between the AMI and these affected systems. Informative-only special guidance may be provided relevant to affected systems if the Task Force deems the impact significant enough that such guidance is warranted.
The AMI-SEC Task Force will produce recommendations, guidance, and best practices for the Home Area Network (HAN) interface of utility-owned and operated equipment. While these recommendations, guidance, and best practices will imply constraints upon customer-owned and operated equipment that connects to the utility, they cannot provide assurances regarding the security or operations of equipment owned or operated by the customer.
